How will WEEE Regulations affect your Channel Business? ALL Channel partners now have responsibilities under the WEEE Regulations

WEEE Regulations came into law on 2 January 2007 and affect manufacturers, importers, retailers and distributors of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE) that place EEE on the EU market.  The Regulations are long awaited in the UK – Electronic Waste is growing 3 times faster than any other form of waste.  The WEEE Regulations aim to reduce landfill and ensure that as much redundant WEEE is collected and recycled as possible. 
WEEE Regulations focus on Waste and do not amend issues of Data Protection and Auditing responsibilities. The new regulations differentiate between WEEE Producers and WEEE Retailers.
WEEE Producers include:   

· Manufacture and sell under their own brand

· Own a brand of equipment manufactured by others (OEM)

· Import EEE

All Producers of EEE need to take responsibility for recovery and recycling of these assets at the end of their useful life.  They must mark all EEE put on the market with an EEE symbol (crossed out wheelie bin), identification mark and a date mark in a visible, legible and indelible form.
Business to Business (B2B) WEEE Producers

· Obligations are introduced in April 2007 for any EEE product sold
· Regulations have separate provisions for B2B compliance

· Responsibility for recycling historic WEEE (placed on the market before 13th August 2005) will rest with the producer making a like for like replacement or the end user if the unit is not being replaced
· New WEEE placed on the market after 13th August is the direct responsibility of the Producer for collection and recycling    
· Regulations will allow a voluntary approach for showing separately the cost of handling historical WEEE to the consumer.

All producers, regardless of size, are required to register with a compliance scheme by 15 March 2007.   Full producer responsibility for WEEE will commence on 1st July 2007 with the exception of Hazardous WEEE products which is expected to commence on 1st April 2007.  Hazardous WEEE will include CRTs and batteries.  
Retailers or Distributors sell to an end user and must contribute to take back their WEEE for treatment or join a national distributor take back scheme (DTS).  This means that they pay into a fund which supports the development of a member state collection infrastructure for WEEE.  In the UK the DTS will assist in developing a network of Civic Amenity sites to accept WEEE to be separately collected from the public.
Retailers include: 
· Internet traders and Telephone and Catalogue retailers
· High Street stores
· Businesses that supply new EEE products consumers at no charge as part 
     of a promotion or competition

Distributers:
· Under WEEE Regulations a Distributor is anyone who sells EEE to end users – this includes retailers, wholesalers, mail order and Internet sales.
Some Questions Answered:

What is WEEE?

There are 10 categories of WEEE, listed below; with a voltage of up to 1000 volts AC and  or up to 1500 volts DC

1. Large Household Appliances

2. Small Household Appliances

3. IT and Telecommunications equipment

4. Consumer Equipment

5. Electrical and Electronic Tools

6. Toys, Leisure and Sports Equipment

7. Lighting Equipment

8. Medical Devices

9. Monitoring and Control Equipment

10. Automatic Dispensers

Products placed on the market before 13 August 2005 are called ‘historic’
Products placed on the market after 13 August 2005 are called ‘future’
Who do WEEE Regulations apply to?

WEEE Regulations apply to businesses that: 

Manufacture EEE

Import EEE

Re-brand EEE

Distribute EEE

Sell EEE

Store EEE

Treat EEE

Dismantle EEE

Recycle EEE

Dispose EEE

Use EEE

Note: Above information is provided for guidance based on recent legislation and does not constitute legal advice.  Viglen Ltd. cannot be held responsible for errors or omissions.  Compliance with the law remains the responsibility of service provider, manufacturer, brand owner or importer.
